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Background: Urinary tract infections (UTI) account for about 1 million emergency department visits resulting in approximately 100‘000 hospitalisations per year in USA. Quinolones like ciprofloxacin are frequently used in these patients.

Methods: From March 1998 to November 2000 we prospectively investigated ciprofloxacin utilisation, efficacy and side effects in 12456 patients under hospital conditions in a post-marketing surveillance study. 3859 of these patients suffered from UTI. Mode of administration, dosage and duration were up to physicians decisions. Most patients initially received i.v.-administration, some of them were switched to oral therapy thereafter.

Results: On average UTI-patients received i.v./oral ciprofloxacin over 7 days, with switch from i.v. to oral after about 4 days. Clinical cure was achieved in 77.2%; 17.2% showed marked improvement, whereas medication failed in 2.3%. Onset of symptom relief was seen within 3 days of initiation of antibiotic therapy. Within the total group of patients adverse drug reactions were observed in 238 patients (1.91%). Most adverse events were GI-related. 18 patients (0.14%) developed severe adverse events, mostly diarrhoe and allergic reaction.

Conclusions: Our data demonstrate efficacy and safety of ciprofloxacin and

confirm its benefit in the treatment of UTI in hospitalized patients.
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